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BIRTH CENTENARY OF SHRI P.D. KASBEKAR

Our Baba: Firm, Fair and Fun

Nowadays, during my early morning swim, | often think of my
father who first taught me how to swim. | have hazy memories
about being dipped into the sea in Goa when | was two. At eight he
bought me a set of Arthur Mee's The Children's Encyclopedia. He
consulted this encyclopedia for the best freestyle and breastroke
techniques that he then incorporated when teaching me to swim at
the Poona Club. He himself learned to swim in the open sea in
Karwar, preferring the sidestroke.

When | remember him, | think of the last ten years of his life. |
see him in his armchair in the upstairs balcony reading the Indian
Express. The crows call from the coconut palm in the front garden
and the Bimbal tree throws its dappled shade. Or he is seated in his
armchair in his bedrom with a folded newspaper, finishing the
Times crossword puzzle or working on Sudoku. Twice a day he
would take his walk. When | visited him from the U.S., | would join
him in these walks and there was so much to tell him.

Very early in life | discovered that my father's intelligence was
a light bulb of far greater wattage than mine. He possessed other
distinct qualities. For instance, he was a man of regular habits. His
life was compartmentalized from the moment he woke up to the
moment he fell asleep. Everything was measured and orderly. In
his retirement too, he followed a routine and never wavered fromiit.
My father loved his drink, but he never had more than 2 pegs of
Scotch a day, and in all my life the only time | have seen him
inebriated was after my marriage reception which | attribute to the
relief of getting the first daughter married off.

Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officers are generalists
and combine "breadth of understanding and leadership." My father
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had the capacity to get to the crux of any problem and express it
with clarity and lucidity in limpid prose. ShriAziz Khan, aretired IAS
officer, shared that once he had to present a report to a committee
of which my father was a member. Shri Khan didn't anticipate any
questions because he didn't think any of the committee members
would have read the report. Prof. M. V. Rajyadhaksha, who was
also on the commitee told him, "You better do your homework,
because Kasbekar will have read the report minutely, and he will
ask you questions aboutit."

My father loved every job he ever had in his career and
welcomed the challenges they brought. He threw himself into the
work with the greatest enjoyment. My brother in law John Richards
said of him that "he had the highest standards for himself and
expected the same high standards from everyone else." Even his
hobbies -- whether it was chess or golf -- were taken seriously. One
of his favourite ditties was "Work while you work, play while you
play, this is the way to be happy | say." He made my youngest
sister sing it with him.

Our family of six lived modestly, albeit in posh quarters given
to IAS officers. All four of the children studied at English medium
schools, so our knowledge of Sanskrit came from the Subhashitas
and quotations from the Bhagavadgita that he sprinkled in his
discourse from time to time. "Alasyam manushyanaam
shareerastu maha ripu." was a popular one. He was very proud of
the Sanskrit prize he won in the Inter Arts. The only Kannada |
know is from the proverbs he threw at us to make a point. In
addition to English, Hindi, Marathi and Konkani, he learned
Guijarati during his first official posting as Assistant Collector,
Kheda District. In his retirement he began re-reading Kalidasa in
Sanskrit just for the fun of it.

His vision was always objective and rational. Another quality
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was fairness. He was always just and balanced in his
pronouncements, yet he had compassion for the underdog, the
victim which is why we his children regarded as a touchstone. | for
one never rebelled against him for this very reason.

Few people knew that he was also an artist. He filled many
sketch pads which have now been lost. He had an eye for beautiful
objects d'art. | very recently found out that he had acquired a
certificate or diplomain Fine Art.

He read contemporary and classical literature widely and
thanks to him we became a family of readers. Later in life he spent
a lot of time studying the works of Nisargadatta Maharaj and Shri
Aurobindo. He painstakingly indexed the former. | was
flabbergasted when he told me that he must have read Sri
Aurobindo's massive tome Life Divine atleast a hundred times.

He was fortunate to have met a number of Siddha Purushas
who showered him with great affection that he felt he had done
nothing to deserve. When he was five he met Siddharudh Swamiin
Hubli, and later Swami Muktananda, Gajanan Maharaj, and
Nisargadatta Maharaj. My father did not observe any blind beliefs
nor did he allow any bigotry. His was a generous optimistic religion.
We grew up in a household without any religious or caste biases.

The education of girls was a cause that was dear to his heart
and he supported it with his purse. | remember when we went for
our morning walks he would point out to me with great pride the
young mothers purposefully walking their daughters to school.
They belonged to the first generation of girl school goers.

His personal magnetism naturally attracted friends, relatives
and all manner of people around him. He was always the patriarch
surrounded by his children, wife and later, grandchildren. He
inspired us, made us couragious. He took it for granted that we
could tackle whatever challenges life threw us. And because he
expected it from us, we rose to those challenges. He was proud of
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our successes and we in turn wanted to make him proud of us. |
think this capacity to inspire us and bring out the best in us was the
greatest gift he gave us. His passing on March 15, 2008 was
devastating for all of us, but after the period of grieving, we (that is,
his children) discovered that we could internalize him, and in this
way our fatherlives onin us.

-Ravibala Shenoy
(with inputs from Durgadas Kasbekar,
Asha Richards and Kalindi Philip)
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THE WIND IN A FROLIC
- P. D. Kasbekar
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The boys are playing, the girls are playing. 'why not 1?' says
the wind. And up he springs and rotates, tumbles, makes somer
saults, dances and sings.

A man, rather enormous in volume with fat protruding belly,
is walking along the pavement, with an open umbrella in his hand.
The wind sees it 'Here is fun'. says he. He has snatched it out of the
man's hand. And away it rolls, pursued by the gigantic mass of the
man. Now it is up in the air, now it is down on the road. Rising rage
and extreme bewilderment have swelled up the noble breast of that
corpulent old man. He grinds his teeth, sputters. But he stops not.
He is wet with perspiration, but he cares not. He has become ruling
and groggy but he despairs not. The dogs bark at him. The
frightened sparrows whirl away.
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Merrily rolls the umbrella and on it the fat man is about to
roll. But it strikes against something and comes to a stop. The
gentleman in spite of his heavy mass jumps upon it with frantic
eagerness. A shrill voice of an individual issues from behind the
umbrella in corporal anguish. For the umbrella has struck a lady.
The fat man wiping off the perspiration which the long run has
engendered thanks herin a stammering voice and goes away.

Now the wind has found another object to play with, the
basket of a milk woman, dissatisfied with its position on the head of
the old lady, suddenly takes wing and defying the firm hold of that
infirm lady, flies off. The empty aluminium pots of milk in them too
get out of the basket and dance at their own sweet will. The wind
fills up the basket like a sail and up it flies. Then follow the pots,
tumbling and tickling and making a sound like that of an
approaching tram car. The poor old lady runs after them, quite at a
loss which to catch first. the boys in the street have seen this fun.
Sothey run, pell - mell, helter - skelter, shouting and laughing. One
boy has caught the basket, the pots too are caught.

Hullow! What is it that flies from the head of that corpulent
old man? Oh, it is his turban. The wind has caught it too. How he
tries to check it from flying off altogether of his head !

Now the wind espies the boy at the end of the lane reading a
letter. He puffs and up soars the letter like a skylark. Round and
round it turns, now it flutters down, but it goes up apain with the
speed of an arrow. Now itis on a tree, now on the roof of a cottage.
The washerman is running after his clothes, the cowherd after his
herd, for no sooner did the cows perceive the wind gambollying
than they have begun to run, tossing the children, upsetting the old
women.

Enough you wind, enough of this mischief. Mischief has its
limits.

He is silent now. All this play is over, for the boys and girls
too have ceased playing.
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SHREE HOMOEPATHIC PHARMACY
Wholesale & Retail For :

Genuine Indian & Imported Homoepathic Medicines

Laxmi Ratan Co-op. Hsg., Shop No. 6, Opp. Karnataka Sangh Hall, Mogal Lane,
Matunga (West), Mumbai - 400 016. Mob. : 83560 24542 / 98694 83433
Time : 9.00 a.m. to 8.00 p.m. (SUNDAY CLOSED)

—— > EENE ENCee———————
Mrs. Nandita D. Wagle, Dr. Divya D. Wagle (BHMS. Bom.) ,

Dr. Dilip M. Wagle (LCEH. Bom.)
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NKGSB Bank

NKGSB Co-op. Bank Ltd.

(Multi-State Scheduled Bank)
Trusted over a Century

Multiple Rewardz
in One Fixed Deposit
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From1-2yrs Above 2 - 5 yrs Above 5 - 10 yrs

General Public

5.85% p.a.

General Public

5.75% p.a.

General Public

5.60% p.-a.

Senior Citizen Senior Citizen Senior Citizen

5.85% p.a. 6.00% p.a.

® Higher Interest for Longer Period

6.35% p.a.

Choice of Monthly (Discounted)/ Quarterly / Maturity Interest Payout

Higher Yield over Card Rate on Interest Reinvestment Plan

Instant Liquidity in case of urgency
= Convenientbooking through our 2 Quick Mobil App/Net Banking

T&C Apply.

m Avail Exciting Offers on FD/RD creation via (2. Quick Mobil App
m  Auto-Sweep facility available in multiples of INR 1000

Rates are applicable for Fixed Deposits in India only.

www.nkgsb-bank.com

Call us: 022 28602000
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